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Sites  
The Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education 

(PASSHE) comprises 14 universities, four branch 

campuses, several regional centers and the McKeever 

Environmental Learning Center. The universities are 

situated in rural, suburban and small-town settings 

throughout Pennsylvania, in the communities of 

Bloomsburg, California, Cheyney, Clarion, East 

Stroudsburg, Edinboro, Indiana, Kutztown, Lock Haven, 

Mansfield, Millersville, Shippensburg, Slippery Rock 

and West Chester. The four branch campuses are in Oil 

City (Clarion), Freeport and Punxsutawney (Indiana) 

and Clearfield (Lock Haven).  

 

The Office of the Chancellor, the central headquarters 

for PASSHE, is situated in the capital city of Harrisburg 

at the Dixon University Center. The Center also offers 

academic programs through a consortium of public and 

private colleges and universities.  

 

Mission  
As established by the founding legislation, Act 188 of 

1982, the primary mission of the Pennsylvania State 

System of Higher Education “. . . is the provision of 

instruction for undergraduate and graduate students to 

and beyond the master’s degree in the liberal arts and 

sciences, and in the applied fields, including the teaching 

profession.”  
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2986 North Second Street  Harrisburg, PA 17110 
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While the universities share a common mission, each also embraces 

specific spheres of excellence. Additionally, the purpose of PASSHE is 

“to provide high quality education at the lowest possible cost to 

students.”  

 

Governance  

A 20-member Board of Governors, which comprises four legislators, 

three students, the governor or a designee, the secretary of education or 

a designee and 11 citizens appointed by the governor, sets general 

policy for PASSHE.  

 

The Board of Governors has “. . . overall responsibility for planning 

and coordinating the development and operation of the System.” The 

board appoints the university presidents and the chancellor, who serves 

as the chief executive officer of PASSHE. The chancellor, with the aid 

of professional staff in the central headquarters in Harrisburg, is 

responsible for the administration of PASSHE under the policies 

prescribed by the Board.  

 

Each university has an 11-member council of trustees, which carries 

out Board policy and deals with a variety of local issues. The 

chancellor is an ex-officio member of each council.  

 

Academic Programs  

 

Universities in the Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education 

provide a wide range of associate, bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral 

degree programs, offering teacher, administrator and supervisory 

certificates, as well as a range of lifelong learning opportunities. More 

than 250 degree and certificate programs in more than 120 areas of 

study are offered. Prerequisite coursework and counseling are 

afforded students planning to enter professional schools for 

engineering, health-related sciences and law.  

 

Indiana University of Pennsylvania (IUP) offers graduate instruction 

at the doctoral level. Other PASSHE universities also may offer 

doctoral programs in conjunction with IUP or with any other 

institution chartered to award doctoral degrees. The universities are 

fully accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and 

Schools. Academic programs are individually accredited by 

appropriate national organizations.  

 

Enrollment  
Nearly 120,000 undergraduate and graduate, part-time and full-time, 

students attend PASSHE universities. Nearly 90 percent are in-state 

students, and 80 percent of recent bachelor’s degree alumni remain in 

Pennsylvania after graduation for their first job or to continue their 

education. In addition, PASSHE universities last year recorded more 

than 80,000 registrations in non-credit, job-training programs.  

Facts 



 
 

 

Facilities 
The total university campus comprises more than 4,698 acres. A total of 

862 buildings (24,999,533 square feet) house classrooms, residences, 

administrative offices and student support services.  

 

The libraries on each campus provide resource support for academic programs 

and are connected electronically by the Keystone Library Network (KLN). The 

KLN provides students and staff access to the combined holdings of the 14 

universities’ libraries, which number in the millions, and allows them to use the 

Internet to conduct research day or night from any location. It also gives them 

access to library assistance late into the evening through e-mail and a toll-free 

number.  

Alumni  
There are more than 652,000 PASSHE alumni, including nearly 500,000 who 

live in Pennsylvania.  

Employees  
PASSHE employs more than 12,169 professional and support staff, most 

covered by collective bargaining agreements, making it the 13th largest 

employer in the state.  

Costs  
Tuition at System universities is $6,240 per year for Pennsylvania 

undergraduate students and from $$9,360 to $15,600 per year for 

nonresident students. The graduate student tuition is $416 per credit 

hour, Pennsylvania, and $624 per credit, out-of-state. Resident students 

also pay a $348-a-year instructional technology fee; nonresidents, $526. 

Board and room charges vary, as do local fees. Students may apply for a 

variety of state and federal financial assistance programs, and campus 

scholarships, grants and loans.  

History  
The state universities spent the first 100 years of existence training teachers for 

Pennsylvania’s schools. The Normal School Act of 1857 established regional 

teacher training institutions throughout the Commonwealth. The School Code 

of 1911 called for the state purchase of all normal schools, and by 1921 the 

current configuration of 14 state-owned universities was established. The 14 

normal schools evolved from state normal schools, to state teachers colleges, to 

state colleges. On 

November 12, 1982, Act 

188 was signed into law 

establishing on July 1, 

1983, the Pennsylvania  

State System of Higher 

Education. Thus, the 13 

former state colleges 

joined with Indiana 

University of 

Pennsylvania to achieve 

university status.  

 

 

The Dixon University Center, a campus of six 

buildings, is the home of the Office of the Chancellor, 

the central headquarters for the Pennsylvania State 

System of Higher Education. Besides administrative 

offices, the Dixon University Center also has 

classroom space, conference facilities and a meeting 

room for PASSHE’s Board of Governors.  

Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania 

(570) 389-4000; www.bloomu.edu 

California University of Pennsylvania 

(724) 938-4000; www.calu.edu 

Cheyney University of Pennsylvania 

(610) 399-2000; www.cheyney.edu 

Clarion University of Pennsylvania 

(814) 393-2000; www.clarion.edu 

East Stroudsburg University of Pennsylvania 

(570) 422-3211; www.esu.edu 

Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 

(814) 732-2000; www.edinboro.edu 

Indiana University of Pennsylvania 

(724) 357-2100; www.iup.edu 

Kutztown University of Pennsylvania 

(610) 683-4000; www.kutztown.edu 

Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania 

(570) 893-2011; www.lhup.edu 

Mansfield University of Pennsylvania 

(570) 662-4000; www.mansfield.edu 

Millersville University of Pennsylvania 

(717) 872-3024; www.millersville.edu 

Shippensburg University of Pennsylvania 

(717) 477-7447; www.ship.edu 

Slippery Rock University of Pennsylvania 

(724) 738-9000; www.sru.edu 

West Chester University of Pennsylvania 

(610) 436-1000; www.wcupa.edu 


