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AN ACT

Amending the act of March 10, L949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relatlng to the public school system, including certain
provisions applicable as well to private and parochial-
schools; amendi-ng, revising, consolidating and changing the
laws relating thereto, " in the State System of Higher
Educati-on, further providing for establishment of the State
System of Higher Education and its institutions, for board of
governors, for the chancellor, for powers and duties of the
board of governors, for council-s of trustees, for powers and
duties of councils of trustees and for power and duties of
institution presidents.
The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvanj-a

hereby enacts as follows:
Section 1. Section 20A2-A(a) introductory paragraph of the

act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public

and the section is amended bySchool Code of 1949, is amended

adding a subsection to read:

section 2002-A. Establishment of the state system of Higher

Education and its f nstj-tutions. -- (a) Subject to the regulatory

Board of Educati-on, there

and politic constituting

powers conferred by law upon the State

is hereby

a publj-c

established a body corporate

corporatlon and government j-nstrumentality tffi
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1 ml to be known as the state System of Higher Education,
2 independent of the Department of Education, hereinafter referred
3 to as the system, which shall consist of the following
4 institutions and such other institutions, presently existing tffi

or unt- I
V

***

sha I devel oo oolir: ies ancl oroceclu sbvw hich th boarcJ
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Section 2. Section 2004-A(a) (7) and (b) of the act are
amended, subsection (a) is amended by adding a paragraph and the
section 1s amended by adding a subsection to read:

Section 2004-A. Board of Governors.__(a) fne system shal_l_

be governed and ar-r- of its corporate powers exercised by the
Board of Governors, which shalr- consist of twenty (20) members
to be appointed as fol_l_ows:

***

***

(7)
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El-even (11) members

shal I he annointecl bv lhe Gorrer or with the advice and consent

of the Senate of which six (6) members shall be selected from

the resi cJents of thi s Commonweal h and five (5) members shafl be

sel er:tecl f rom trrr.sl-ees of cons ituent institutions. exceot thatI

no more than one trustee mav represent a constituent
'i nst-i trrt i on - A member annoi ntecl nder this subsection shalf have

exnerti se or .srbslent ial c rience in one or more Area -
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l-n t n o

manaoement- - 'l aw or n l-ic administration.
fir

(R) Three /3) of c mcmhcrs hafl be st-ucient.s annointeci klrut h

the board under section 2006-A (a) (13.4). The student members

sha l I be sel er:tecl wi th the aclrr ce and consent of institution

rlresicJents^ A sl-rr denfls ]-erm haIl exoi re lrnon oraclrrat i on -

seoaration or f ilure to maintain oooci acaclem-i r: standino at the

institution in which t e student is enrolfed.
(b) Al-l members of the board appointed by the Governorfffi

I shall- serve for terms of four (4)

years. The Governor and secretary of Education sha]1 serve so

long as they continue in office. Members of the board appointed

from the General Assembly shall serve a term of office
concurrent with their respective elective terms as members of
the General Assembly.

***

{d-1) A board member aonointe
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ber d for cause bv the Governor. A oard er aDDOI nted1
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***
e e

shall- assj_st the board in its appointment
the constj_tuent institutj_ons by submitting
or names of individuals recommended by the

(5),

is

section 3. section 2005-A(4) of the act is amended to read:
Secti-on 2005-A. The chancel-1or.--The chief executive officer

of the system shar-r be a chancerlor, who sharr be employed by
the board in accordance with cl-ause (1) of section 200G-A. rn
addition to those prescribed by the board, the chancell_or shall
have the followj_ng duties:

***

(4)

of the

to the

council

The chancell_or

presidents for
board the name

of trustees t

The chancel-l-or sha1l submit to the board the recommended salary
and other proposed terms of each such appointment. The board
shall have the right to refuse the reconrmendation of the l-ocal
council- and to request that additional- reconimendations be
submitted by the council_.

***

section 4' Section 200G-A(a) i-ntroductory paragraph,
(14) and (1s1 of the act are amended and the subsection
amended by adding paragraphs to read:

Secti-on 2006-4. powers and Duties of the Board of
Governors.-_(a)TheBoardofGovernoISshaf1havelW

1
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board oolicies. orocedures ancl stanclarcl.s for the fttl'l

manacremenl, - cont-rol and conrlrrr-f of thc 1n t rrrr:tional -

administrative and fi-nancial af fairs of lhe svstem. inclrtdino
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powers and duties:

(5) To tffit approve new undergraduate and graduate

degree programs, which shaIl not be subject to the rules and

regulations of the State Board of Education; to approve

extension campuses and new external- degree programs subject to

the rules and regulations of the State Board of Educationi to

promote cooperation among institutions, including the

development of consortia within the system and other educational

institutions and agencies.

***

***

(1,3.2) To create, expand, consolidate, transfer, affiliate,
di-ssol-ve or close an institution or college.

(13.3) fo require institutions to share servi-ces and to
partici-pate in r:ol I ahorat i on.q -

(L3.4) To appoint student members to the board and councils.
(14) To make al-l- reasonable t policies

and procedures necessary to carry out the purposes of this
article and the duties of the board.

(15) To do and perform generally all of those things

necessary and required to accomplish the role and objectives of

the system, unless otherwise

chancell-or.

Section 5. Sections 2008-A, 2009-A and 2010-A introductory
paragraph, (1), (2), (5), (10.1), (11), (I2), (13) and (14) of
the act are amended to read:
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1 section 2ooB-A. councirs of Trustees.--(a) The councir_ of
2 each of the institutions shafl consi_st of efeven (11) members
3 who, except for student members, sharl be nominated and
4 appointed by the Governor with the advice and consent of the

senate- At feast two (2) members of the ereven (11) member
council of trustees shafr be ar-umni of the institution. Exc ot
or n t ee 1n IS

sha l- have expert l-se or substan tial e rtenc eor reel-no
are incl l_ng pos tsecond arv educ
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atron, finance. busine e

ofit manaqeme nt, l-aw or pub 1c admi nistrat- on
(b) [Ten (101 members of each council shalr serve terms of

srx (6) years' respectivery, and untir their respective
tsuccessors are duly appointed and q_ualified. One (1) member of

t in.. good
academiC standing, other than freshman, enrolled for at l-east
twelve (72) semester hours at the institut,i-on of which he is d;

or : for so,-long., as he,..is'a,fu11_time un$ergr.qduA,t:e. student in,--'.i-

ncies occurring before the, expiration of the term of any
member shall be firred in rike manner for the unexpired term.
Q+ rr

1 be appointed byl
the Governor ,and sh.311.not be sUbject, to Senaie conflrmation. If,
a studenl :rnember,is:,,tempora::ily,,.un able, for medica -L..or v41id,
academic:, geasonsr', .to 

.fulfill the .re sponsibillties , of office, ,ther
'council 0f Trustees may request that the Governor appoint ,an:

,,berve is',an, alternat,e untit the
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4

t Ten (10) members of each council shall
.qer\/e f erm.s of f orr r ( 4\ \/ea rs - respectlvelv and until their

5 respective successors are dulv appointed.
(h- 1 ) C)ne (1 ) memher of ear: council shall be a student

appointed bv the board under section 2006-A(a) (13.4). The

strrclent member sha I I .ser\/e a t rm of four (4) vears or for so

'l onrr :s f he .qtrrdent 'i s : frrl l -ti me student i n attenclanr:e at lhe

i nsti trrti on of whi r:h the strrclent is a trustee, whichever oeriod

1S S hortc I e nrl s an ooori A,:.. c standino- Tf a strrclenta

member is temporarilv unable, for medical or valid academic

reASons- t.o fulfill the resnons'i bilities of office, the Council

of Trrrstees marr annoint an othc ise oualified str:clent to ser\/e

as an alternate until the return of the student member.

(b -2 \ A t-rrrst-ee annoi nteci un er subsections (a) and {b.1)
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mav tle remorreci for cause bv the board-

(b. 3 ) Vacancies occrlrri no before the expiration of the term

of anv member ^shal I be f i I I ecl i like manner for the rrnexoi recl

term.

(d) Six (6) members of a council shall_ constitute a guorum.

Each council shalL select from its members a chairperson and a

secretary to serve at the pleasure of the council. Each council
shall meet at l-east quarterly, and additionalry at the carl of
the presidentr or its chairperson, or upon request of three (3)

of its members.

Section 2009-A. Powers and Duties of Council-s of Trustees.--
(a) In accordance with t no'l i r: l_es,

procedures and standards adopted by the board, the council of
each institution shal-r have the power and its duty shall be:
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1 (1) To make recommendations to the chancelfor for the
2 appointment lffil and retention t I of the president
3 following t

4 and alumni.
l nnlr tbv students, facult st aff
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1 I

(2) To assist the president in developing proper rel_ations
and understanding between the institution and its programs and
the public, in order to serve the interests and needs of both.

(4) To review and I I provide
lnput to the president pertaining to poricies and procedures
governing the use of institutionar facirities and property.

(5) To'approve school-s and academic programs.
(6) To review and approve the reconmendations of the

president pertaining to annual operati_ng and capltal budget
requirements for forwarding to the board.

(7) To review and approve charges for tuition, room and
board and other fees except student acti-vity fees and anv fees

e S

(9) To review t

negotiated or awarded by the presiden
or urchas e reDo S,

I contracts and purchases

d

with or without competitive bidding and a1l_
contracts for consur-tative services entered by the president.

(10) To represent the institution at officiar_ functions of
2020D09052 _ B
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the Commonweal-th.

(11) To take such other action as may be necessary to

effectuate the powers and duties herein delegated.

(!2) In accordance with the eval-uation procedure establ-ished

by the board each council shal-l conduct an evaluation of the

president and forward the results of that eval-uation with

recommendation to the chancellor for submission to the board.

(13) By resolution adopted by the council to authorj-ze

campus polj-ce who have completed firearms training in accordance

with 53 Pa.C.S. S 2L67 (a) (rel-ating to police training) to carry

firearms in the course of duty for any institution whose campus

police are authorized to carry fj-rearms on the effective date of

this paragraph, the aut.hority to carry firearms shall remain in
effect unless the council- by resolution dissolves such

authority.
Section 2010-A. Power and Duties of Institution

Presidents. --The president of each institution shal_1 be

appointed by the board. The president shal-I be the chief
executive officer of that j-nstj-tution. tml The president shal-l

have the right to attend all meeti-ngs of the council of that
institution and shall- have the right. to speak on all matters

before the council- but not to vote. Subject to the stated
authority of the board and the council-, each president shall
have the fol-lowing powers and duties:

(1) Except insofar as such matters are governed by

collective bargaining agreements entered pursuant to the act of
Jury 23, 1910 (P.L.563, No.195), known as the "public Employe

Relati-ons Actr " and subject to the policies of the board, to
appoint such employes, professional and noninstructional,
graduate assistants, etc. as necessary, to fix the salaries and

2020D09052 9 -



1

2

3

4 sal-ary schedules.

5 (2) To make and implement specific campus policies
6 pertaining. to instructionar programs, research programs and
7 public service programs and define academi_c standards in
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accordance with policies of the board t

(5) To establish policies and procedures
of institutional_ facilities and property in t

I consul-tation with the local_ council.

***

**d.

governing the use

(10.1) within the r-imltations of the operating budget and
other avail-abr-e funds in accordance with the procedures
established by the board t

ffi]tonegotiateand'awarda1]-contractsforequipment,
services and supplies in excess of a cost of a base amount of
eJ-ghteen thousand five hundred doll-ars ($1g,500) , subject to
adjustment under section tmr 2oo3-A.1(c.3) , on a competitive
bid basis tml - contracts to purchase instructional,
educational, extracurricular, technical, admi-nistrative,
custodial- and maintenance equipment and supplies not in excess
of a cost of a base amount of eighteen thousand five hundred
dollars ($18,500), subject to adjustment under secti_on fW

3 , without competitive biddi.g,
except that such items shar-r not be bought in series to avoid
the dol1ar ceiling.

(11) To cooperate with and accept grants and assistance from
2020D09052 10



1 Federal and State agencies, local governments or other political
2 subdivisions, foundations, corporatj-ons r or any other source for
3 any of the lawful- purposes of the institution. Each institution
4 shal-l have the power to bank and use such grants as directed by

5 the grantor in accordance with a licable board pol-icv and

6 subject to the l-imitations of this actI
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. A11 moneys received from

sources authorized by this section are hereby appropriated to

each of the several institutions granted such moneys. A11 such

moneys shal1 be subject to audit by the Auditor General.

(I2) To authorize personnel to travel within or without the

Commonwealth at j-nstitutional- expense t

(13) within
other available

Ito

the l-imitations

funds, to enter

of the operating budget and

into contracts for consultative
service t

(I4) To enter into contracts I

enabl-e students to engage in student teaching

in order to obtain experience in a particularor other

field.
training

***

Section 6. AI1 acts and parts of acts

regulations and parts of regulations are

they are inconsistent with this act.
Section 7. This act shall take effect

are repealed and all
abrogated insofar as
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