
Board of Governors Meeting
June 30, 2021 

Via Zoom 

To view the meeting online or for information
regarding how to offer public comment, visit:

www.passhe.edu/meeting 

Wednesday, June 30, 2021

8:30 a.m. 1. Roll Call

2. Chairwoman’s remarks

3. Remarks by union leaders

4. Public comments

5. Appointment of Student Board Members (ACTION)

6. Workshop – Update on proposed integrations (INFORMATION ONLY)

7. Adjournment
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ITEM #5 

Governance and Leadership Committee 

June 30, 2021 

SUBJECT: Appointment of Student Board Members 

UNIVERSITIES AFFECTED: All 

BACKGROUND: The State System’s enabling legislation, Act 188 of 1982, as modified by Act 
50 of 2020, empowers the Board of Governors to make appointments of students to serve on 
the Board of Governors. Prior to this law being enacted, the appointment was made by the 
Governor. The law now states that:  

Three (3) of the members shall be students appointed by the board under section 2006-
A(a)(17). The student members shall be selected with the advice and consent of 
institution presidents. A student's term shall expire upon graduation, separation or failure 
to maintain good academic standing at the institution in which the student is enrolled. 
((8) added July 1, 2020, P.L.558, No.50) 

Two seats are currently vacant following the recent graduation of student members who held 
those seats. In accordance with Board Policy 1983-25A: Student Governor Selection and 
procedures set forth by the System office, the university presidents were invited to nominate 
one student for the Board’s consideration in filling the empty seats. Those nominations were 
reviewed by members of the Governance and Leadership Committee. Five nominees from 
among the pool of 13 were interviewed by the Chair of the Governance and Leadership 
Committee, the Chair of the Board of Governors, the Chancellor and Deputy Chancellor, and 
the following two students were recommended for appointment: 

• Zakariya Scott of Bloomsburg University

• Alexander Roberts of Edinboro University

MOTION: That the Board of Governors appoints Zakariya Scott of Bloomsburg University and 
Alexander Roberts of Edinboro University as members of the Board in accordance with the 
State System’s enabling legislation, as amended. 

Supporting Documents Included: Candidate information 

Other Supporting Documents Available: N/A 

Reviewed by: Legal counsel 

Prepared by: Randy A. Goin Jr.     Email: rgoin@passhe.edu 
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Board of Governors 
Student Member 

Candidate 

Zakariya Scott 
Bloomsburg University

(Expected Graduation May 2023) 
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Board of Governors 
Student Member 

Candidate 

Alexander Roberts 
Edinboro University
(Expected Graduation May 2022) 
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Dear Dr. Pehrsson: 

The purpose of this letter is to express my strong interest in representing Edinboro and 

Pennsylvania students at large on the Board of Governors. I believe I have the skills and 

experience necessary to not only fill this position, but contribute meaningfully to the Board 

while serving until my May 2022 graduation.  Furthermore, I strongly believe that the Board 

would benefit from having a student representative from Edinboro University due to the 

ongoing changes in the PASSHE system. 

As for my skills and qualifications, I served as Parliamentarian on the Edinboro University 

Student Government Association (EUSGA) executive board for the year of 2020. While serving I 

acquired experience participating in meetings much like those of the Board of Governors, 

including many meetings regarding the growing health crisis of the coronavirus pandemic. In 

addition to my leadership experience gained with EUSGA, I am currently serving as president 

for both the Model NATO and Model UN clubs on campus. These clubs were hit hard by 

membership losses due to the pandemic, and I will be working hard in the coming months to 

ensure their recovery. 

These leadership roles will not have provided me with all the knowledge and experience 

necessary to serve on the Board of Governors, every new position possesses its own unique 

challenges and duties, but I am confident that my work ethic and adaptability will quickly close 

those gaps. I have worked and supported myself since turning 18 years old (now 28), and have 

adapted to many jobs over that time. I have served customers in a retail environment, pressure 

washed the ceilings of trucking depots, serviced air conditioning units, worked the desk of a 

truck stop, and even since coming to Edinboro I have worked on campus as a computer 

technician and tutor of the German language. Not all of these are directly relevant to the 

position of Board member, but they demonstrate an ability to acquire many different skill sets 

and a strong working ethic. This also includes adapting to a university environment as a non-

traditional student who did not take their first steps into higher education until age 25. 

My own qualifications aside, I also strongly believe that the Board would benefit from having a 

student of Edinboro University participating, regardless of whether I am that student. Currently 

there are two ongoing integrations within the PASSHE system. West, (California, Clarion, and 

Edinboro), and Northeast (Bloomsburg, Lock Haven, and Mansfield). None of the current 

student Members of the Board are from any of the six universities involved in this important 

renovation to the PASSHE system, and I believe the Board would benefit greatly from the 

participation of at least one such student. I hope that I will have the honor of being selected as 

this student. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Alexander C. Roberts 
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