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I. Introduction

The purpose of this procedure is to communicate the instructions, processes, and
standards regarding the establishment of new academic programs or revisions to existing
programs within Pennsylvania's State System of Higher Education (as outlined in Section
C of Board of Governors' Policy 1985-01-A: Requirements for Initiation or Change of
Credit-Based Academic Programs).

The high-value and relevant academic programs of Pennsylvania's State System of Higher 
Education universities prepare our students for success in their lives and careers in our 
global society. This procedure will ensure all new academic degree programs undergo a 
consistent, fair, and timely process to determine the need and appropriateness for the 
State System. Additionally, this procedure will ensure the accuracy of the State System's 
Academic Program Inventory as it relates to changes in both degree and non-degree 
programs. 

This procedure does not reflect on the processes that occur at each university. It is 
understood that each university has local processes and procedures. 

II. Definitions

A. Academic Program Inventory (API): Pennsylvania's State System of Higher
Education's official inventory of all active and non-active academic programs. Included
in the inventory are all degree programs, associated concentrations, tracks,
specializations, minors, certificates, and teacher certifications; as defined by Board of

http://www.passhe.edu/inside/policies/BOG_Policies/Policy%201985-01-A.pdf
http://www.passhe.edu/inside/policies/BOG_Policies/Policy%201990-06-A.pdf











